Eco-Notes: The Working Group Blog
Authors’ Guidelines

The Haitian Studies Association (HSA) Working Group for the Environment (Konbit)
publishes a blog on the HSA website. The blog discusses realities, issues, and projects relevant
to Haiti’s ecosystems and presents these to the HSA community and its wider community in
Haiti and in the Diaspora. In order to maximize the impact of the blog, we have put together
guidelines for our writers (both in-house and invited guests). We hope that these guidelines will
help facilitate the participation of our invited bloggers.

Guidelines

1. Blog editors will review submissions and report to authors on a monthly basis.

2. Blog editors will prepare approximately one half of the posts, and they will invite guest
authors to write approximately one half. Potential authors may request an invitation.
(See item 7.)

3. The author of a post must provide a byline for publication. The editors encourage
authors to provide personal email contact information so that readers can send
follow-up questions or comments. As of April 2024 the HSA pages do not allow for
on-site interaction. We are working on enabling that feature.

4. Each post should run from 750 to 1500 words (mean 1000), plus images (tables, charts,
photos, etc.) and references.

5. The author may prepare a post in English, Kreyol, or French. Editors will provide Kreyol
translations for texts prepared in English, and vice versa; and they will provide English
and Kreyol translation for texts prepared in French. If an author asks for translation into
French or Spanish, the editors will work with them to find translators.

6. For style, authors will follow the Chicago Manual of Style, 17" edition. Documentation
must follow the author-date system (in-text citation with a reference list).

7. Authors must secure permissions for all images that are not their own and provide
captions.

The Konbit is planning to host an online video blog, where we will upload the latest posts in
Kreyol so that the wider Haitian community can participate. We will distribute the vlog over
WhatsApp and other common cellular platforms popular in Haiti.

For questions about the blog format and/or style not covered here, please contact LeGrace
Benson (legrace.benson@gmail.com) and Lois Wilcken (lois@makandal.org). We will convey
your questions to blog editors Gary Gervais (ggervais@hushmail.com) or Jodany Fortuné
(jodany.fortune@upr.edu). If you have technical questions about accessing the blog, or concerns
about privacy, we will relay them to the HSA webmaster and get back to you.
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