




PRESIDENT’S WELCOME MESSAGE

Welcome to our 36th annual Haitian Studies
Associationconference.We are honoredand
excitedto be in Brooklyn this year wherethe
secondlargestpopulationof Haitiansin theUS
reside.Brooklyn has been home to Haitians
through three major waves of immigration
going asfar backasthe1960sand1970swhen
they were fleeing the Duvalier regimesand
later in the 1980sand 1990s. We are doubly
honoredto have the Haitian StudiesInstitute
(HSI) as our gracious host and extend our
appreciationto the Brooklyn College CUNY
administrators, faculty and staff who have
welcomed us and made this conference
possible. In particular we thank President
Michelle J. Anderson,ProvostApril Bedford,
HSI Director Marie Lily Cérat, and HSI
Special Projects Coordinator & Archives
Associate Jaïra Placide. We also thank the
following individuals at New York City
College of Technology, CUNY: President
Russell K. Hotzler, Provost PamelaBrown,
AssociateProvostandDeanof Curriculumand
Research,Reginald Blake, Vice Presidentof
Enrollment Management& Student Affairs
Marling Sone; a special thanks to Professor
JeanF. Claude and SEEK ProgramDirector
Paul Dorestantwho haveboth workedclosely
with us on the planningof theconference.We
also thank our partnersat DominicansLove
Haitians especially Clarivel Ruiz and Nyya
Toussaint. We extend a special thanks and
Ayibobo to the local committee.A full list of
the HSI team is provided at the end of the
program:

Founded in 2016 at Brooklyn College, the
Haitian StudiesInstitute hasas its missionto
supportsscholarshipon Haiti and provide a
spacefor studentsandthe communityto learn
more about Haiti from various lensesin an
effort to eliminatethe silencesof the pastand
thoseof thepresentto usethewordsof thelate
Michel-Rolph Trouillot. Since its founding,

Byenvini nan 36yèm konferans anyèl
AsosyasyonEtid Ayisyenan.Nougenanpil kè
kontan epi nou onore pou nou nan Bwouklin
ane sa a kote dezyèm pi gwo popilasyon
Ayisyen Ozetazini ap viv. Ayisyen etabli
kominotenan Bwouklin patikilyèmannantwa
gwo vag imigrasyon,ki sòti depi ane1960ak
1970lè mounte pranegzil sourejim Duvalier
yo e pita nan ane1980ak 1990yo. Nou santi
nou doubleman onore paske Enstiti Etid
Ayisyen (HSI) nan CUNY ouvè pòt lakay yo
pou resevwanou.Mèsipoubèlakèysaa. Nou
vle remèsyeadministratè,pwofesè,ak pèsonèl
Bwouklin Collegeyo ki resevwanou epi ki fè
konferanssa a posib. Nou remesyeremèsye
espesyalmanPrezidanMichelle J. Anderson,
Pwovost April Bedford, Direktè HSI Marie
Lily Cérat, ak KoòdonatèPwojè Espesyal&
AsosyeAchiv HSI JaïraPlacide.Anplis de sa
nou vle remèsyemoun nan New York City
Collegeof Technology, CUNY sitou Prezidan
Russell K. Hotzler, Pwovost PamelaBrown,
AsosyePwovostak DwayenKourikoulòm ak
RechèchReginaldBlake, Vis PrezidanJesyon
Enskripsyon& Zafè Etidyan Marling Sone;
yon remèsimanespesyalpou PwofesèJeanF.
Claude ak Direktè Pwogram SEEK la Paul
Dorestant ki travay kole kole ak nou nan
preparasyonkonferans la. Nou vle remèsye
patnè nou yo nan asosyasyonDominicans
Love Haitians [Dominiken RenmenAyisyen]
patikilyèmanClarivel Ruiz akNyyaToussaint.
Nou voye yon remèsimanespesyalakAyibobo
bay komite lokal la. Lis non tout moun nan
ekipHSI la anbananfenpwogramnan:

Enstiti Etid Ayisyenan(HSI) te fondenanlane
2016 nan Brooklyn College avèk misyon
prensipalpou soutnirechèchsouAyiti epi ofri
yon espaspou etidyan ak kominote a aprann
plis sou Ayiti atravèplizyè pèspektivnan efò
pou elimine silans[ak estereyotip]nanpaseni
nan moman sa a pou itilize pawòl defen
Michel-Rolph Trouillot. Depi kreyasyon li,



HSI has beenat the epicenterof activities in
the Haitian communityin Brooklyn throughits
various programsand initiatives suchas Ayiti
in the City and the CUNY HSI Archivesand
Special Collections. As the center’s director,
Dr. Lily Cerat’s vision for HSI is deeply
connected to her work as scholar and
poto-mitan community activist in the New
York metropolitan area. She co-founded
Haitian Womenfor Haitian Refugeesin 1992
to offer sustainablesupport to newly arrived
Haitiansvia education,communityorganizing
and collective activism. She is a staunch
advocate for social, economic, racial and
linguistic justice. Her leadershipat HSI is
deeply rooted in the belief that the institute
should be a researchhub that centers the
community and works with policymakersfor
the bettermentof all Haitiansin NewYork, the
diasporaandin Haiti.

While in Brooklyn during the next few days
we invite everyoneto stroll in Little Haiti, eat
some Haitian food, speak with people in
Creoleandembracethefeelingsof beinghome
(even if it’s temporary).We know that it is
painful for manyof us whetherwe areHaitian
by birth or by love for the country–whether
Ayiti choseus or we choseAyiti–to not have
been able to physically return in the past
severalyears.Lakay se lakay! Whereveryou
come from, we say to you byenvini nan
Bwouklin!

Ourconference’s themethisyear“Nou ToutSe
Moun: Centering Gender, Feminist Practice
and Embodimentin the work of Decolonizing
Haitian Studies” is an invitation to scholars,
activists, artists and practitioners to reflect
uponthesethemesandhow theyareconnected
to our researchand everyday reality. These
categoriesarealsomeaningfulin reflectingon
the lived experiencesof individuals in Haiti
andin the diaspora.As an academicdiscipline
committed to being inclusive and aiming to
continue working on the decolonizationof
Haitian Studies,we areexcitedto engagewith

HSI ankre sant aktivite kominote Ayisyen an
nan Bwouklin atravè pwogram ak inisyativ
tankou “Ayiti in the City” ak “CUNY HSI
Archives and SpecialCollections”. Antan ke
direktè sant la, yon pati nan vizyon Dr. Lily
Ceratseou HSI konekte ak travayli kòmyon
entelektyèlak poto-mitanaktivis kominotènan
zòn metwopolitenNouyòk la. Li te ko-fonde
òganizasyon Haitian Women for Haitian
Refugeesnan lane 1992 pou ofri sipò dirab
atravè edikasyon, òganizasyonkominotè ak
aktivis kolektif pou Ayisyen ki te fèk rive yo.
Li se yon defansè fèm pou jistis sosyal,
ekonomik, rasyal ak lengwistik. Lidèchip li
nan HSI baze sou kwayanske enstiti a dwe
yon sant rechèch ki santre kominote a epi
travay ak responsabpolitik yo pou amelyore
lavi tout AyisyennanNew York nandyaspora
aepianAyiti.

Pandanou nan Bwouklin nan jou sa yo, nou
envite tout moun fè yon ti machenan Little
Haiti, manje kèk bon manjeAyisyen,pale ak
moun an kreyòl epi konekteak Ayiti jan ou
kapab (menmsise pou yon ti bout tan). Pou
anpil nannou ki la a nou konnenli difisil e sa
fè nou lapennpaskenou genanpil tan nou pa
ale anAyiti fizikmanakozdesitiyasyonpeyia.
Kit nou se Ayisyen ki fèt an Ayiti ou byenkit
nou se Ayisyen pa chwa paskeAyiti chwazi
nou ou byennou chwaziAyiti nankè nou nou
sonjeAyiti. Lakayselakay! Kèlkeswakote ou
soti,noudi oubyenvininanBwouklin!

Tèm konferansnou an anesa a se“Nou Tout
Se Moun: Mete Anfaz sou Jan/Sèks,Pratik
Feminis ak EksperyansMoun ap Viv nan Kò
yo nan Travaypou DekolonizeEtid Ayisyen.”
Tèm sa a se yon envitasyonpou entelektyèl,
aktivis, atis ak moun kap travay sou terenan
reflechi soutèm sayo ak ki jan yo konekteak
rechèchnou ansanbak reyalite nap viv chak
jou. An menmtan kategorisayo gensanstou
paske yo pouse refleksyon sou eksperyans
moun an Ayiti ak dyasporaap viv ojoulejou.
Antake yon disiplin akademikki angajepou
nou entegretout moun epi ki vize kontinye



this themeduringtheconference.

Haitian Studieshas a rich legacy of feminist
Haitian studies scholarship that includes
scholars such as Patrick Bellegarde-Smith,
Carolle Charles, Mario LaMothe, Sabine
Lamour, Régine Jean-Charles, Danièle
Magloire, and Marie-JoséNzengou Tayo to
namebut a few. Our lived realitiesshowthat
differentials in power persist across the
multiple identitiesthat eachof usbringsto our
work, our scholarship,our relationshipsand
our multiple lakou.Our 36th annualconference
is also a way to stressHSA’s support and
commitment to this work. We encourage
dialoguesaroundtheexplicit andimplicit ways
that hegemonicpowers and discourseshave
marginalized genders or sexualities—
interdependentbut distinct conceptsthat are
experienced in vastly different ways—in
research and activism across disciplines,
temporalities,andgeographies.

Gender is one of the most important and
powerful concepts in societies, and in
particular, one that, in myriad ways, is
extremely complex as it developedover the
centuries in Haiti, with varying ascriptions
attributed at different historical moments to
thesenotions and their connectionsto power.
For example, patriarchy power and male
dominancein Haiti havesilencedtherolesand
contributionsof women in Haitian history in
keepingagain with our invocation of Michel
Rolph Trouillot at the beginning.Few works
haveexaminedthe womensoldiersandfigures
from the Haitian Revolution, such as Marie
Claire-Heureuse,Marie JeanneLamartinière,
Sanite Bélair, Zabeth the maroon,and other
fierce women-warriors. As scholars,activists,
artistsand practitioners,we needto reflect on
how best to reevaluate our archives to
highlight Haitian women's contributionsand
involvement in all spheresof society and
provide a fuller understandingof Haitian
historyandculture.

travay sou dekolonizasyonEtid Ayisyen yo,
noukontananpil pounoufè echanjeangajman
soutèmsayo pandankonferanssaa.

Etid Ayisyen gen yon eritaj rich nan syans
feminis Ayisyen ki gen ladan chèchètankou
Patrick Bellegarde-Smith, Carolle Charles,
Mario LaMothe, Sabine Lamour, Régine
Jean-Charles,DanièleMagloire,akMarie-José
Nzengou Tayo e latriye. Reyalite ki egziste
ojoulejo yo montrekijan diferanse inegaliteki
genyen nan pouvwa a pèsisteatravè plizyè
idantite ke chak nan nou pote nan travay nou
antakechèchè,atisakativisenanrelasyonnou
depan de diferan idantite nou e fason nou
entèaji ak moun nan diferan lakou nou yo.
36yèm konferans anyèl nou an tou se yon
fason pou nou meteanfazsou sipò HSA pou
jan de rechèchsaa. Nou ankourajedyalògsou
fasonekspilisitakenplisitkepouvwaejemonik
yo ak diskou sou tèm jan an oswa
seksyalite—konsèpentèdepandanki lye men
ki diferan—nan rechèch ak aktivis atravè
diferandisiplin, tanporalite,ak jewografi.

Jan/Sèksseyoun nankonsèpki pi enpòtaneki
pi pwisannan tout sosyeteyo, e an patikilye,
youn ki, nan plizyè fason, ekstrèmman
konplèksjan li devlopepandanplizyèsyèkann
Ayiti, sitou ak diferan askripsyonyo atribyea
tèm Jan/sèksak seksyalitenandiferanmoman
istorik ak nosyone koneksyontèm sa yo ak
pouvwa. Pa egzanp, pouvwa ak otorite
patriyakalann Ayiti efasewòl ak kontribisyon
fanm nan istwa Ayiti, reyalitesaa annakò ak
envokasyonMichel-Rolph Trouillot ke nou te
mansyone deja. Pa gen anpil travay ki
egzaminewòl enpòtansòlda fanm jwe nan
Revolisyon Ayisyèn an, tankou Marie
Claire-Heureuse,Marie JeanneLamartinière,
Sanite Belair, Zabeth maron an, ak lòt fanm
vanyangèryeyo. Kòm entelektyèl,aktivis,atis
ak moun k ap travaysouteren,noudwe panse
kijan nou ta dwe reegzamineachiv nou pou
metean valè kontribisyonfanm Ayisyenyo ak
angajmanyo nan tout nivo sosyetea pou ofri
yon konpreyansyonpi konplèsouistwaakkilti



We will have discussions and exchanges
around questionssuch as the ways in which
religions like Haitian Vodou provide
opportunities to explore gender, symbolism,
and representation.We will probe questions
such as: What does gender mean in the
Haitian context?How doesit play out in our
current reality for Haitian women politically,
socially and culturally? What does an
epistemologyof genderfrom Haitian contexts
look like? What are some ways to
problematizethe tensionsthat exist within the
tropeof the poto-mitan?What aresomeof the
ways in which men and women are working
together in konbit to creategenderparity in
education and politics? Despite making up
over half the population, Haitian women in
Haiti lack political representationandpowerin
contrastto the achievementsof womenin the
diaspora. How can we work towards more
representationof womenin the political realm
in Haiti? How areexpressionsandexperiences
of sexuality–aswell asthelanguagedescribing
them–negotiated in Haitian society and
transformedby Haitiansin migration?

In the forthcomingspecialissueof theJournal
of Haitian Studies, guest editors Dasha
Chapman,MamyrahDougé-ProsperandMario
LaMotheinvite contributorsto reflectuponthe
various ways in which gender equality and
what they refer to as the “right to live
creatively” are factorsthat arefundamentalto
achievinga just, liberated,and thriving future
for Haitiansin Haiti andin the diaspora.They
alsoaskcontributorsto think throughhowbest
to “understandthecomplexwaysHaitianslive,
love, create, and commune despite and
amongst oppressive structures of power,
neo/colonial ideologies, and exclusionary
socialrelationsin their homelandandabroad.”

During this conference,we invite you to reflect
and center the timeless and ongoing
contributionof Haitian womento our freedom
andthe building andre-buildingof our nation.
Thesethreestanzasfrom FanmDayiti written

Ayiti.

N ap fè diskisyonakechanjsoukesyontankou
fason relijyon tankou Vodou Ayisyen bay
opòtinite pou eksplore sèks, senbolis, ak
reprezantasyon.Nou pral reflechi sou kesyon
tankou: Kisa jan/sèks vle di nan kontèks
Ayisyen an?Ki jan li manifeste/Kiwòl li jwe
nan reyalite aktyèl nou an pou fanm Ayisyèn
nan nivo politik, sosyal, ak kiltirèl? Kisa
epistemoloji de jan/sèksvle di nan kontèks
Ayisyen an? Kijan nou ka pwoblematize
tansyonki egzistenan figi poto-mitanan?Ki
fason gasonak fanm ap travay ansanmnan
konbit pou kreye egalite jan/sèks nan
edikasyonak politik? Malgre fanm Ayisyèn
reprezanteplis pase mwatye popilasyon an,
fanm Ayisyèn an Ayiti mankereprezantasyon
politik ak pouvwalè nou konpareyo ak fanm
nan dyasporaa? Kòman nou ka travay pou
kreye plis reprezantasyonfanm nan domèn
politik annAyiti? Nansosyeteayisyenankijan
nou jere langaj ke nou itilize lè nou ap dekri
ekspresyon ak eksperyans seksyèl? Kijan
jeranssayo transfòmepa Ayisyenlè yo al viv
lòt kote?

Nan pwochen nimewo espesyalJournal of
Haitian Studies, editè Dasha Chapman,
Mamyrah Dougé-Prosperak Mario LaMothe
envite kontribitè yo reflechi sou divès fason
egalite ant sèks ak sa yo rele “dwa pou viv
kreyativman/dwapou moun viva k kreyativite
yo” seyon faktèfondamantalpoureyalize yon
avni jis, lib, epi pou moun Ayisyen ann Ayiti
ak nan dyasporaa jwen pwospreitenanvi yo.
Yo mandetou pou kontribitè yo reflechisouki
meyèfasonpou yo “konprannfasonkonplèks
Ayisyen yo viv, renmen,kreye, ak kominike
malgre estrikti opresif pouvwa, ideyoloji
neyo/kolonyal, ak relasyon sosyal ki ekskli
mounnanpeyi yo [Ayiti] ak lòt bòdlo”

Pandankonferanssaa,nouenviteou reflechie
fokalize sou kontribisyon konstan ke fanm
Ayisyèn yo pote pou nou gen libète nou epi
nan konstriksyonak rekonstriksyonpeyi nou.



andperformedby activist-singer-manboCarole
Demesmin beautifully express these
contributions:

We are the ones who give life and it is we who
changeit
Without us the world wouldbeempty, life wouldbe
sad
Since the beginning of the world women have
alwaysbeen struggling
In Haiti, konbit cannotbedonewithoutus

In Bwa Kayiman,remember thatwewere there
During independence. Oh,of coursewewere there
When they were making the flag, it was we who
sewed it
Today, let usstandfirmly andsayAyibobo!
Women of Haiti, standup likestrongwomen
In order to reclaim our rights
Letussay“Long live liberty, long live liberty!”
Live liberty, Live!

In closing, I wish to thank membersof our
executive team for their incredible
contributions and dedication to the
organization not only during the conference
but also throughoutthe entiretwo yearsthat I
have servedas President:ExecutiveDirector,
ClaudineMichel, Vice PresidentApril Mayes,
Secretary Irene Brisson, immediate past
president Regine O. Jackson and Staff
consultant,Julio PérezCenteno.Appreciation
also to board members Alessandra
Benedicty-Kokken,DashaChapman,Darlène
Dubuisson, Crystal Felima, Laura Wagner,
Alex Lenoble, Alexandra Cénatus, Lewis
Ampidu Clorméus, Howard Jean-Gilesand
Natasha Joseph. We also express our
appreciationto the entire teamof the Journal
of Haitian Studiesin particular its editorsand
managingeditor, RoseElfman.

Lastly, we extend a special welcome to our
emerging scholarsas well as colleagueswho
are comingto HSA for the first time. We look
forward to many productive intellectual
dialoguesandexchangesduringtheconference

Twa stwopsayo nan chante“FanmDayiti” ki
ekri ak chante pa aktivis-manbo Carole
Demesmineksprimebèl kontribisyonsayo:

Senouki baylavi senouki chanjeli

Sannoulatè ta vid sannoulavi ta tris

Depi la tè fleri fanmtoujouap redi

Nanpeyi dayiti konbit pa fèt sannou

NanBwa kayimansonjen te la
Lè lendepandanso men wi n te la
Lèyo tap fèdraposaa senouki tekoudli

Jodi a fò n kanpevanyandi Ayibobo!
Fanmdayiti kanpetankoutout fanmvanyan
Pounoureklamedwanou
An di viv libeteandi vi libète
Viv viv libète

Pou fini mwen ta renmenremèsyetout manm
ekip egzekitif nou an pou gwo djakout
kontribisyon yo, pa sèlmanpandankonferans
lan, men tou pandantout de zanmwente sèvi
kòm Prezidan: Direktè Egzekitif Claudine
Michel, Vis-Prezidan April Mayes, Sekretè
Irene Brisson,ansyenprezidanimedyaRegine
O. Jackson ak konsiltan ekip Julio Pérez
Centeno. Mèsi tou pou manm konsèy la:
Alessandra Benedicty-Kokken, Dasha
Chapman,DarlèneDubuission,CrystalFelima,
Laura Wagner, Alex Lenoble, Alexandra
Cénatus,Lewis Ampidu Clorméus, Howard
Jean-Giles,ak NatashaJoseph.Nou eksprime
rekonesansak apresyasyonnou tou pou tout
ekip jounal Journal of Haitian Studiesa an
patikilye editè y oak editè ki jere jounal la
RoseElfman.

Finalman,nou ofri yonakèypoujènchèchèyo
rechèchèansanmak kolèg k ap vini nanHSA
pou premye fwa. Nou konnen ap gen anpil
dyalògentelektyèlpwodiktif ak echanjpandan
konferanslan, epi ap gen anpil bèl lide kap



and crucial brase lide betweenour new and
long-timemembers.Thisconferenceis agreat
opportunity to meet new scholars,artistsand
activiststo find new networksof support,and
to startcreatingyourownvariouslakou!

THANK YOU VERY MUCH! With many
handstheloadis lighter!

brase ant nouvo ak ansyen manm yo.
Konferanssa a se yon gwo opòtinite pou fè
konesansak lòt chèchè,atis ak ativis, jwenn
nouvo rezo sipò, epi kòmansekreye pwòp
lakoupaou!

MÈSI ANPIL! Anpil men,chaypalou!

CécileAccilien,Universityof Maryland
2023- 2024President| Prezidan
HaitianStudiesAssociation| AsosyasyonEtid Ayisyen
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2024CONFERENCE SCHEDULE AT A
GLANCE

All sessions,unlessotherwisenoted,in theNewAcademicComplex,NewYork City Collegeof
Technology, 285JayStreet,BrooklynNY 11201.Thereis NO FOODallowedin thetheater.

THURSDAY, 10OCTOBER 2024

12:30PM - 1:45PM CUNY StudentPosterSession
Foyer, first floor, NewAcademicComplex

12:30PM - 3:00PM Emerging ScholarsWorkshop
RoomA-209,New Academic Complex

2:00PM - 6:00PM HSA Check in & Registration
Lobby, New Academic Complex

3:30PM - 5:00PM StandingUp: A Workshop on Writing Op-Edsand Writing
Policymakers
RoomA-209,New Academic Complex

5:00PM - 6:30PM HSA WelcomeReception& hors d'oeuvres
Lobby, New Academic Complex

6:30PM - 7:30PM SonnenLanbi a nan Bouklin: A Cultural Homageto the Ancestors
Theater, New Academic Complex

FRIDAY, 11 OCTOBER 2024

8:00AM - 4:00PM HSA Check in, Registration & Coffee
Lobby, New Academic Complex

9:00AM - 10:15AM Concurrent Panels- Session1

10:30AM - 11:45PM Keynotewith Dr. SabineLamour
Theater, New Academic Complex

12:00PM - 1:15PM CateredLunch
Lobby, New Academic Complex

1:30PM - 2:45PM Concurrent Panels- Session2

3:00PM - 4:15PM Concurrent Workshop Session

4:30PM - 5:45PM Concurrent Panels- Session3

5:45PM - 6:30PM Light Dinner (Lakou Cafe)
RoomA-209,New Academic Complex

6:30PM - 8:50PM Screening“Parsley,” co-sponsoredwith DominicansLove Haitians
MovementFilm Festival (fr eeand opento the public)



Theater, New Academic Complex

SATURDAY, 12OCTOBER 2024

8:00AM - 2:00PM HSA Check in, Registration & Coffee
Lobby, New Academic Complex

9:00AM - 10:15AM Concurrent Panels- Session4

10:30AM - 11:45AM Concurrent Panels- Session5

12:00PM - 1:15PM CateredLunch & BusinessMeeting
Lobby& Theater, New Academic Complex (NO food in thetheater)

1:30PM - 2:45PM Plenary: “The Rights to Live Creatively”
Theater, New Academic Complex
Panelists& Contributors:Mario LaMothe,Omise’ekeTinsley, Mamyrah
Prosper, JosuéAzor, Erin Durban,DashaChapman

2:45PM - 3:15PM CoffeeBreak (lobby)

3:15PM - 4:30PM Concurrent Panels- Session6

4:45PM - 6:00PM Concurrent Panels- Session7

7:30PM - 10:00PM Banquet& Awards Ceremony
Ballroom,TheTillary Hotel,85FlatbushAveExtension,Brooklyn

SUNDAY, 13OCTOBER 2024
Eventsopen to thepublic at theHaitian Studies Instituteat Brooklyn College,2900Bedford Ave, Brooklyn,
NY11210

8:55AM (first)
10:25AM (second)

Shuttle Busdeparturesfr om The Tillary Hotel to Brooklyn College

10:00AM - 11:00AM Haitian StudiesInstitute OpenHouse& Breakfast
BrooklynCollegeLibrary

11:00AM - 12:30PM Plenary: Haitian WomenCarry the Community - Voicesfr om the
Ground
BrooklynCollegeLibrary: WoodyTangerAuditorium
Moderator:MarieLily Cerat
Panelists:DarnellBenoit,StephanieDelia,SandraDieudonne,Ninaj
Raoul,RégineRoumain

12:30PM - 2:00PM Cultural Performancesby Local Artists & CateredLunch
BrooklynCollegeLibrary: Kimmich ReadingRoom

12:55PM Shuttle Bus departure fr om Brooklyn Collegeto The Tillary Hotel
Anyonedepartingfor anairportor stayingthroughtheconclusionof
theperformanceis responsiblefor their own transportation



CONFERENCE PROTOCOLS

CODE OF CONDUCT
HSA Bylaws: Article IX. Ethics &
ProfessionalConduct
It is incumbentuponall membersto carryout
their professionaldutiesin waysthatconvey
respectfor theintegrityof HSA asan
organizationandto upholdthestatusandrights
of all membersregardlessof genderidentityand
expression,age,sexualorientation,nationality,
ethnicity, race,or religiousbeliefsandpractices.
Harassmentand Discrimination
HSA welcomestheparticipationof everyone
regardlessof gender, race,sexualorientation,
genderidentity, genderexpression,disability,
physicalappearance,ethnicity, religion,or other
groupidentity.
HSA callsuponits membersto respecteach
other(includingtheuseof pronouns)andto
collaboratein maintaininganenvironment
whereall membersbenefitfrom inclusiveand
equitabletreatment. 
HSA rejectsharassment,discrimination,and
retaliationby anymeansbasedonsex,gender
identityandexpression,or sexualorientation.

Sexualharassmentcreatesahostile
environmentthatimpedesthegrowthof our
intellectualcommunitybecauseit damages
productivityandcareergrowth,andprevents
thehealthyexchangeof ideas.All formsof
discrimination(racism,sexism,homophobia,
abelism,ethnicandnationalchauvinism,etc.)
aredestructiveto theintellectualmissionof the
associationandareunacceptablein any
researchor learningenvironment.
Intellectual Property and Citation Policy
All presentationsaretheintellectualpropertyof
thepresenter. Ourconferenceis aplaceof
intellectualexchangeof ideasanddiscussionof
worksin progress.HSA asksparticipantsto
refrainfrom quotingfrom presentationsor
takingpicturesof slidesunlessgivenexplicit
permissionby theauthors. 
HSA urgesmembersto requesttheexpress
permissionof presenterswhosepapers,visual
or soundmaterials,etc.theycite in subsequent
work whetherpublished,recorded(i.e.,podcast)
or referenced.Pleaseusetheappropriate
citationstandards.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR PANELISTS AND MODERATORS
Thankyou for yourparticipationin theannualconference!Pleaseadhereto thefollowing
guidelinesregardingthepanel.Sessionslastfor 1 hourand15minutes(75minutes). 
If your paneldoesnot havea moderator:
1. Selectsomeonefrom amongthepresenters

to monitortime.
2. Eachpanelistshouldintroduce

themselves—name,affiliation, papertitle.
Moderators:
1. Pleaseintroduceeachspeakerin theorder

theyappearin theprogram(or asagreed
uponby thepresenters).If thereareany
changesto theorder, inform theaudience. 

2. Ask everyoneto acknowledgethatthey
havetheCODE OF CONDUCT.

3. Provideinstructionsto thepanelistsabout
theamountof time theyhavefor their
presentations,following thisguide:

a. 2-3panelists,15-20minseach
b. 3-4panelists,12-15minseach
c. 4 or more,10-12minseach

4. Monitor thetime (thestopwatchona
smartphoneworkswell), giving each
speakera5-, 3-, and1-minutewarning. 

5. For thediscussion,consider:
a. Encouragingthefirst roundof

questionsfrom undergraduateand
graduatestudents;

b. Ensuringgenderbalanceby callingon
womenfirst;

c. Groupingup to threequestionstogether
to beansweredby thepanelists
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2024KEYNOTE

La formation despiliers stratégiquesdu mouvementféministehaïtien
The formation of strategicpillars of the Haitian feminist movement

Friday, October 11th, 10:30am
Theater, NewAcademicComplex,NewYork City Collegeof Technology

Dr. SabineLamour, BrownUniversity, Universitéd'Étatd'Haïti (UEH)
Moderator:RegineJean-Charles,NortheasternUniversity

Event will bein Frenchwith simultaneousinterpretation
(to accessEnglishinterpretationbring headphonesanda wifi-enabled devicewith you)

Le mouvementféministe haïtien a émergé à
partir desréactionsgraduelleset en chaineque
les femmesont expriméesdansla vie politique
de leurs payset mêmeau niveauinternational
afin de répondreaux oppressionsqui avaient
notamment affecté leur vie. Une approche
archéologique et constructiviste permet de
retracerlesréponsesqu’ellesontétaléesdansle
temps ainsi que la maturation de leur
mouvement.À partir de là, il est possiblede
saisir les fondementsphilosophiquesdela prise
de paroledesfemmesenfonctiondessituations
qui les obligentà réagir jusqu’aupoint oùelles
sont parvenues à constituer une approche
cohérentede leursactionssurla scènepolitique
haïtienne.

The Haitian feminist movementemerged from
the gradual and chain reactionsthat women
expressedin the political life of their country
andevenat the internationallevel to respondto
the oppressionsthat particularly affectedtheir
lives. An archaeological and constructivist
approach makes it possible to trace the
responsesthat they providedover time aswell
as the maturation of their movement.From
there, it is possibleto graspthe philosophical
foundations of women speaking out as a
function of situationsthat obligedthemto react
to the point that they constituteda coherent
approach to their actions on the Haitian
political scene.

SabineLamour is asociologisttrained in FranceandHaiti. Her research and
teaching focuson theepistemologyof pointof view, participatory
perspective, grounded theory, materialist feminism, Afro-feminismand
decolonial feminism. Since2018,shehasbeen aprofessorat theUniversité
d'Étatd'Haïti (UEH). Her research focusesongender relations,female
migration,Haitian feminist movements,family dynamics in theCaribbean
and theHaitian political system. In 2018,sheco-editedabookentitled:
Déjouer le silence: contre-discourssur lesfemmeshaïtiennes,publishedby
ÉditionsRemue-Ménage(Montreal). Since2005,shehasworkedwith
women'sorganizationsasa feminist activist, independent consultant and
trainer in bothrural andurban settings.Sheis theformer national
coordinator (2017-2022)of thefeminist organization SOFA. Sheis currently
workingonamonographentitled ThePhilosophical Rootsof theHaitian
FeministMovement.



2024PLENARY

"THE RIGHTS TO LIVE CREATIVEL Y"
ON GENDER & SEXUALITY IN HAITIAN STUDIES

Plenary featuring the SexualitiesWorking Group

Saturday October 12,1:30pm
Theater, NewAcademicComplex,NewYork City Collegeof Technology

Moderators:DashaA. Chapman,MamyrahDougé-Prosper
Panelists:MamyrahDougé-Prosper, Mario LaMotheandOmise'ekeNatashaTinsley,
with contributionsby JosuéAzor andErin Durban

The SexualitiesWorking Group is a collective of Haitian and U.S. American scholarsand
practitionerswho have,since2015in differentconfigurations,mobilizedin coalitionwith Haitian
LGBTQ/M-community, Vodouyizan,andall thosewhodonot conformto sexual/genderednorms.
Working in collaborationandcoalition,we arededicatedto documenting,sharing,andbolstering
the work of queercrusadersandall thosewhodareto live creativelyin Haiti andits diasporas.We
assemblearoundforms of creativity acrossartsandactivisms,political andcultural expressions,
history-making and future-birthing. We are interested in different domains of knowledge
production and activism that might register, resist, and/or repair the dire impacts on
gendered/sexual formations caused by systemic violence, cis-hetero-patriarchy,
homophobia/transphobia,religious vitriol, and neoliberal policies. We ask, how does close
attentionto thelived bodyandembodiedexpressionilluminategender/sexualityasfoundationalto
a capacioussenseof the rights to live creatively?What pedagogiesand praxeshaveservedto
eitherforward or derailthepossibilitiesfor life in Haiti? In whatwaysdoHaitianpeopleseizejoy,
createpleasures,andrestamidstconfinement?

Mamyrah Dougé-Prosper Omise’ekeTinsley Mario LaMothe
AssistantProfessor ChairandProfessor AssistantProfessor
GlobalandInternationalStudies BlackStudies BlackStudiesandAnthropology
Universityof CaliforniaIrvine Universityof California Universityof Illinois Chicago

SantaBarbara



2024PLENARY

HAITIAN WOMEN CARRY THE COMMUNITY :
VOICES FROM THE GROUND

Sunday, October 13,11:00am
WoodyTangerAuditorium, Brooklyn CollegeLibrary

DarnellBenoit(FlanbwayanHaitianLiteracyProject)
StephanieDelia (Little Haiti BK)
SandraDieudonne(HaitianAmericanLawyersAssociation,NY)
Ninaj Raoul(HaitianWomenfor HaitianRefugees)
RégineRoumain(HaitianCulturalExchange)

Moderator: MarieLily Cerat,Ph.D.,(CUNY HaitianStudiesInstitute)

Thisplenaryconversationgivescenterstageto grassrootswomenleaderswho
createsafeorganizationalspacesthatsupportandsustainmen,women,and
childrenin thecommunity. Anotherpurposeof thisdialogueis to bring light to
theseleaders’advocacywork dealingwith immigration,education,gender, and
everydayundertakingsto strengthenandbuild theNewYork Haitian
community.



2024AWARDEES

FlorenceBellandeRobertsonAward

�(�G�Z�L�G�J�H�'�D�Q�W�L�F�D�Wis the author of several books,
including Breath, Eyes, Memory, an Oprah Book
Club selection, Krik? Krak!, a National Book Award
finalist, The Farming of Bones, The Dew Breaker,
Brother, I’m Dying, CreateDangerously, Claireof the
Sea Light, The Art of Death, Everything Inside, a
Reese’s Book Club selection and National Book
Critics Circle Awardswinner. Sheis also theeditor of
The Butterfly’s Way: Voices from the Haitian
Dyasporain theUnited States,BestAmerican Essays
2011, Haiti Noir, and Haiti Noir 2. Shehaswritten
seven books for children and young adults:
Anacaona, Behind the Mountains,Eight Days, The
Last Mapou, Mama’s Nightingale, Untwine, My
MommyMedicine, and a travel narrative, After the
Dance. Her memoir, Brother, I’m Dying, was a 2007
finalist for the National Book Award and a 2008

winner of the National
Book Critics Circle
Award for
autobiography. She is a
2009MacArthur Fellow,
a 2018 Ford Foundation
“Art of Change” fellow,
the winner of the 2018
Neustadt International
Prize, the 2019St.Louis
Literary Award, the 2011 BocasNonfictionPrizeand
2020 Bocas Fiction Prize, the 2020 Vilcek Prize for
Literature, a 2020 United States Artists Fellow, a
two-time winner of The Story Prize, and the 2023
PEN/Malamud Award for Excellence in the Short
Story. Her essay collection, We’re Alone, will be
published in September 2024. She teaches at
ColumbiaUniversity.

Award for Excellence
Sabine Lamour is a
Visiting Faculty at Brown
University French and
FrancophoneStudies anda
Professorat the Université
d'État d'Haïti since 2018.
Her research interests
include gender relations,
women migration, the
Haitian feminist
movement, family

dynamics in the Caribbean, and Haitian politics.
Lamour examines how imperialism affects Haitian
women's local dynamics using grounded theory,
materialist feminism, and Afrofeminism. She
presents an innovative view of poto-mitan, a term
usedto describe women raising their children alone
after slavery in the French-speaking Caribbean, by
combining stories from Haitian migrants living in
France and other forms of knowledgefrom Haitian
society, including lodyans, films, visual
advertisements,traditional songs,and fictions.

  Lamour's scholarly work focuseson the historical
rootsand traditions of feminist mobilization in Haiti.
In 2020, she co-authored "Déjouer le Silence:
Contre-Discours sur les Femmes Haïtiennes,"
published by Éditions Remue-Ménage (Montréal).
This book challenges the international narrative
surrounding Haitian women that emerged
post-earthquake. Her extensive research portfolio
includes twelve articles and six book chaptersin
esteemed academic journals such as Recherches
Féministes,Chemins Critiques, and Women, Gender,
and Families of Color. A notablecontributionis her
groundbreaking article, "The Political Project of
Marie Sainte DédéeBazile (Défilée)," which delves
into the symbolic and political implications of
Défilée's act of retrieving Dessalines' remains.
Lamour has also extended her academic reach
through various media, including podcasts, X
(formerly known as Twitter) spaces, webinars,
workshops,and panel discussions.Currently, Lamour
is working on a book tentatively entitled "Les
Racines sociologiques du Mouvement Féministe



Haïtien." This upcoming work aims to illustratehow
Haitian feminism continues to uphold the ideals of
the1804revolution.

Lamour has worked with Haitian women's
organizations for over a decade in rural and urban
settings.Her experienceasa feminist activist, trainer,
and independent consultant hasenabled her to gaina
comprehensive understanding of Haitian feminist
organizations. In her role as coordinator of Solidarite

Fanm Ayisyen (SOFA) from 2017 to 2022,Lamour
provided strategic direction, served as a
spokesperson, wrote speeches, and coordinated
public facing activities. Lamour received herPh.D.in
Sociology in October 2017 from the University of
Saint-Denis/Paris 8, where she completed her
dissertation entitled "Between Imagination and
History: A Materialist Approach to Poto-mitan in
Haiti."

Award for Service

Ninaj Raoul is a
co-founder and
community organizerat
Haitian Women for
Haitian Refugees
(HWHR) in New York,
an organizationfounded
in 1992to respondto the
humanneedsof Haitian
refugeesandimmigrants

in theU.S.,fleeingpersecution.Theorganization
was a plaintiff in the NAACP-LDF lawsuit
against the U.S. Department of Homeland
Securityfor its decisionto rescindtheTemporary
Protected Status (TPS) for Haitian
immigrants.�×Raoul utilizes a multifaceted
approach - education, community organizing,
leadershipdevelopment,and collective action -
to empowermembersof HWHR astheyfight for
racial,economic,andsocialjustice.Raoulstrives
to transformpeoplein their situations,especially
when they become empoweredand gain the
confidenceto changetheir circumstances.

Her current work with HWHR involves local
organizing and advocacy efforts for

refugees/asylumseekers,undocumentedyouth
immigrants, TPS holders and survivors of
violence,to build powerandresistanceaspartof
a larger liberation movement. For 30 years,
Raoul has been centrally involved in various
local to global social justice movements,
particularlyimmigration,policebrutality, worker
rights, language rights, gender justice, youth
leadership development, racial justice and
sovereigntyrightsfor Haiti.

Her service includes membershipon boards
Grassroots International, Interreligious
Foundation for Community Organization
(IFCO), Martin Baro Initiative, Petra
Foundation, and New York Immigration
Coalition, and steeringcommitteefor Domestic
WorkersUnited andKongoHaitianRoots.Raoul
is a Petra Foundation Fellow, a recipient of
severalawards including the TakeRootJustice
Community Leader Award (2022), New
SanctuaryCoalition Movement Award (2017),
Union SquareAwards,theNationalOrganization
of WomanSusanB. Anthony award,andtheDr.
AntoniaPantojaBilingual AdvocacyAward.



HSA CONFERENCES1989-2023

FIRST ANNUAL CONFERENCE (1989)
First Annual Conference
TuftsUniversity, Medford,Massachusetts
June17,1989

SECOND ANNUAL CONFERENCE
Second Annual Conference
TuftsUniversity, Medford,MA
June15–16,1990
KeynoteSpeaker:Frankétienne

TWO HUNDRED YEARS LATER:
PROSPECTSFOR THE YEAR 2004
Thir d Annual Conference
TuftsUniversity, Medford,MA
October 18–19,1991
KeynoteSpeaker:EdouardGlissant

HAITI IN THE GLOBAL CONTEXT
Fourth Annual Conference
TuftsUniversity, Medford,MA
October16–17,1992
KeynoteSpeakers:KatherineDunham &
Michel-RolphTrouillot

GOVERNANCE: CONFLICT RESOLUTION
IN HAITIAN INSTIT UTIONS
Fifth Annual Conference
University of Massachusetts,Boston,MA
October 15–16,1993
KeynoteSpeaker: Jean Métellus

RETHINK ING HAITI: GRASSROOTS,
COMMUNIT Y PARTICIPATION AND
POPULAR CULTURE
Sixth Annual Conference
University of Massachusetts,Boston,MA
October14–15,1994
KeynoteSpeaker:VèvèClark

HAITIAN EXPRESSIONS: WORD, IM AGE,
ACTION
Seventh Annual Conference
MilwaukeeArt Museum, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
October 13–14,1995
KeynoteSpeaker:Félix Morisseau-Leroy

BEYOND 1804:CONSENSUSAND NATION
BUILDING FOR THE 21STCENTURY
Eighth Annual Conference
XaraguaHotel,Montrouis,Haiti
Oct. 30–Nov. 3, 1996
KeynoteSpeaker:Sidney Mintz

HAITIANS IN THE PAN-AFRICAN
COMMUNIT Y: CULTURE, IDENTIT Y,
AFFIRM ATION
Ninth Annual Conference
Museumof Afro-American History, Detroit, MI
October 23–25,1997
KeynoteSpeaker:LeslieDesmangles

HAITI AT THE CROSSROADS: VISIO NS,
CONTINUIT Y AND CHANGE
Tenth Annual Conference
LePlazaHotel,Port-au-Prince, Haiti
Oct. 28–Nov. 1, 1998
KeynoteSpeaker:YvesDejean

BRIDGESACROSSTHE WATERS:
CONNECTING THE HAIT IAN
COMMUNIT IESAT HOME AND ABROAD
Eleventh Annual Conference
SheratonBuckhead Hotel,Atlanta,GA
November3–7,1999

CHANGING THE LANDSCAPE OF
EDUCATION FOR HAITIANS IN THE NEW
CENTURY: CURRENT ISSUES,BEST
PRACTICES, AND PROMISING INIT IATIVES
Twelfth Annual Conference
CrownePlazaHotel,WestPalm Beach, FL
October26–28,2000
KeynoteSpeaker:FrantzAntoineLeconte

INSTIT UTION BUILDING : THE ROAD TO COMMUNICATING: IM AGESAND



THE SOCIAL , POLIT ICAL AND ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT OF HAITI
Thir teenth Annual Conference
St.Michael’sCollege,Colchester, VT
October 11–13,2001
KeynoteSpeaker:Paul Farmer

REAL IT IESOF HAITI
Fourteenth Annual Conference
UniversitéQuisqueya,Port-au-Prince, Haiti
October17–19,2002

INVE STING IN THE HAITIAN HUMAN
CAPITAL AT HOME AND ABROAD
Fifteenth Annual Conference
FloridaInternational University, Florida
October 9–11, 2003
KeynoteSpeaker:Dr. Rose-Marie Toussaint

RE-DISCOVERING HAITIAN HISTORY:
ARCHIVING MEMORY TO CONSTRUCT
OUR FUTURE
Sixteenth Annual Conference
University of Puerto Rico, SanJuan,Puerto Rico
October6–8,2004
KeynoteSpeaker:Michèle Pierre-Louis

HAITI “CH ÉRIE”: CREATING NEW
PATHWAYS FOR TOMORROW
Seventeenth Annual Conference
University of Massachusetts,Boston,MA
October 13–15,2005
KeynoteSpeaker:LyonelTrouillot

THE HAITIAN RENAISSANCE: EXPLORING
NEW PARADIG MS& BUILDING ON
STRENGTHSTO CONSTRUCT A NATION
Eighteenth Annual Conference
University of Virginia, Charlottesville, Virginia
October5–7,2006
KeynoteSpeakers:Laënnec Hurbon& Jean William
Pape

WEAVING TRANSNATIONAL TIES:
PARTNERING FOR HAITI
Nineteenth Annual Conference
LynnUniversity, BocaRaton,Florida
October 4–6,2007
KeynoteSpeaker:KesnerPharel

RE-UNION: MANIF ESTING THE
COLLECTIVE POWER OF HAITIAN
INGENUIT Y
Twentieth Annual Conference
Club Indigo,Montrouis,Haiti
November6–8,2008
KeynoteSpeaker:MirlandeManigat

NEW ECOLOGIES: ACTUAL IZ ING GLOBAL
CONTRIBUT IONSAND DEVELOPMENT IN
HAITI
Twenty-First Annual Conference
IndianaUniversity, Bloomington
Nov. 12–14,2009
KeynoteSpeaker:GlennSmucker

HAITI, HISTORY, HEAL ING: FACING THE
CHAL LENGESOF RECONSTRUCTION
Twenty-Second Annual Conference
BrownUniversity, Providence, RhodeIsland
November11–13,2010
KeynoteSpeaker:Laurent Dubois

HAITI AT THE INTE RSECTION OF THE
CARIB BEAN: TRACING THE PAST,
MAPPING THE FUTURE
Twenty-Third Annual Conference
TheUniversity of theWest Indies,MonaKingston,
Jamaica
November10–12,2011
KeynoteSpeaker:AmbassadorReginaldDumas

HAITI BEYOND BORDERS: CHAL LENGES
AND PROGRESSACROSSTHE DIASPORA
Twenty-Fourth Annual Conference
York College, CUNY, New York City, NY
November8–10,2012
KeynoteSpeaker:Gary Victor

REPRESENTATIONS,REVISIO NS,
RESPONSIBIL IT IES: TOWARD NEW

MIGRATION, CROSSINGBOUNDARIES,
PATHSFORWARD



NARRATIVES FOR HAITI IN 2013&
BEYOND
Twenty-Fifth Annual Conference
KaribeHotel,Pétion-Ville, Haiti
November7–9,2013
KeynoteSpeaker:Raoul Peck

Twenty-Sixth Annual Conference
University of NotreDame, SouthBend
November6–8,2014

HAITI IN THE GLOBAL ENVIRO NMENT:
PRESENCE, REPRESENTATIONS,
PERFORMANCES
Twenty-Seventh Annual Conference
UniversitédeMontréal, Québec
October 22–24,2015
KeynoteSpeaker: JoëlDesRosiers

HAITI’S ECO-SYSTEMS: FOCUSON
ENVIRO NMENTAL REAL IT IESAND HOPES
Twenty-Eighth Annual Conference
AubergeVilla-Cana,Cap-Haïtien, Haiti
November9–12,2016
KeynoteSpeaker:FlorenceSergile

HAITI: PARADOXES,CONTRADICT IONS,
INTE RSECTIONSIN THE MAK ING OF A
PEOPLE
Twenty-Ninth Annual Conference
Xavier University, New Orleans,Louisiana
November1–4,2017
KeynoteSpeaker:GinaAthenaUlysse

HAITIAN STUDIESAT THE CROSSROADS:
INTE GRATING THE HUMANIT IES,ARTS,
RELIGIONS,TECHNOLOGY, AND
SCIENCES
Thir tieth Annual Conference
UniversitéQuisqueya,Port-au-Prince, Haiti
November8–10,2018
KeynoteSpeaker:EdwidgeDanticat

HAITIAN STUDIES IN CHANGING
CLIM ATES
Thir ty-First Annual Conference
University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida
October 18–20,2019
KeynoteSpeaker:EdouardDuval-Carrié

NOU LA PI RÈD! EMBODYING A NEW
PRAXIS
Thirty-SecondAnnual Conference
Online
October8–10,2020

NOU LA PI RED TOUJOU! EMBODYING A
NEW PRAXIS
Thirty-Third Annual Conference
Online
October 22–23,2021
Keynote: SabineLamour, Ilionor Louis,Evelyne
Trouillot

MAWONAJ / MARRONAGE / MAROONAGE:
HAITIAN STUDIESAS A SPACE OF
REFUGE, RESISTANCE, AND FREEDOM
Thir ty-Fourth Annual Conference
HowardUniversity, Washington,D.C.
November9–12,2022
KeynoteSpeaker: JemimaPierre

AYITI SETÈ GLISE: IM /MIGRATION,
MOVEMENT & IN-BETWEENNESS
Thir ty-Fifth Annual Conference
MorehouseCollege, Atlanta, GA
October 5-8,2023
KeynoteSpeaker:LeslieAlexander
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